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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

A mobile unit comprising: 
a\vdreless interface operable to: 

receive a first graded packet from a first base transceiver station (BTS) 



using a fiikt wireless link, whereirTtHe^first - graded-packet-includes-a-first-metric- 
associated ^th the first wireless link; and 

receive a second graded packet from a second BTS using a second 
wireless link, wherein the second graded packet includes a second metric associated 
with the second wireless link; and 

a processor operable to compare the first metric and the second metric and to 
select either the %st graded packet or the second graded packet based on the 
comparison. 



2. The mobile un\t of Claim 1, wherein the first graded packet further 
includes a packet identifier, ar^d the second graded packet further includes the packet 
identifier. 

3. The mobile unit kf Claim 1, wherein the first graded packet and the 
second graded packet each furthei includes voice information from a remote device. 

4. The mobile unit o\ Claim 3, further comprising an output device 
operable to generate an audio signal\based on the voice information from the selected 
graded packet. 

5. The mobile unit of Claiik 1, wherein the first metric is encoded in the 
first graded packet by the first BTS, anq the second metric is encoded in the second 
graded packet by the second BTS. 

6. The mobile unit of Claim l\ wherein each of the first metric and the 
second metric is a selected one of a signal strength, a signal-to-noise ratio, a bit error 
rate, and a carrier-to-noise ratio. 
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mobile unit of Claim 1, further comprising an input device 
operable to receivfe voice information from a user, the processor further operable to 
generate a packet Encoding the voice information, and the wireless interface further 
operable to communicate the packet for reception by the first BTS and the second 
BTS. 




! S3? 

in 
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8^ A method for selecting between a plurality of packets received by a 
mobile urat, the method comprising: 

establishing a first wireless link with a first base transceiver station (BTS); 

estalmshing a second wireless link with a second BTS; 

receivnjog^^ 

packet encodes\ first metric associated with the first wireless link; 

receiving^ second graded packet from the second BTS, wherein the second 
graded packet encodes a second metric associated with the second wireless link; 

comparing tne first metric and the second metric; and 

selecting eith\r the first graded packet or the second graded packet based on 
the comparison. \ 

9. The method of Claim 8, wherein the first graded packet further 
includes a packet identifier, and the second graded packet further includes the packet 
identifier. \ 

10. The method of Claim 8, wherein the first graded packet and the second 
graded packet each fixraier includes voice information from a remote device. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 10, further comprising generating an audio signal 
based on the voice information from the selected graded packet. 

12. The method of Claim 8, wherein the first metric is encoded in the first 
graded packet by the first BTJa and the second metric is encoded in the second graded 
packet by the second BTS. \ 



13. The method of Claf 
metric is a selected one of a signal 
a carrier-to-noise ratio. 



8, wherein each of the first metric and the second 
rength, a signal-to-noise ratio, a bit error rate, and 
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e method of Claim 8, further comprising: 



14. ^T^li 
receiving voice information from a user; 
generating a packet encoding the voice information; and 
communicating the packet for reception by the first BTS and the second BTS. 
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(BTS); 



&5. A mobile unit comprising: 
Veans for establishing a first wireless link with a first base transceiver station 

meays for establishing a second wireless link with a second BTS; 
forTeceiving-a-first-graded-paeket-^^ 



me; 



graded packetlencodes a first metric associated with the first wireless link; 

means for receiving a second graded packet from the second BTS, wherein the 
second graded jacket encodes a second metric associated with the second wireless 
link; 

means for comparing the first metric and the second metric; and 
means for selecting either the first graded packet or the second graded packet 
based on the comparison. 
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16. I The mobile unit of Claim 15, wherein the first graded packet further 
includes a pafcket identifier, and the second graded packet further includes the packet 
identifier. 

17. The mobile unit of Claim 15, wherein the first graded packet and the 
second graded packet each further includes voice information from a remote device. 

18. ThAmobile unit of Claim 17, further comprising means for generating 
an audio signal based on the voice information from the selected graded packet. 



19. The mobile unit of Claim 15, wherein the first metric is encoded in the 
2 5 first graded packet by the first BTS, and the second metric is encoded in the second 

graded packet by the second BTS. 
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20. The mobile Wit of Claim 15, wherein each of the first metric and the 
second metric is a selected one of a signal strength, a signal-to-noise ratio, a bit error 
rate, and a carrier-to-noise rati 
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21. I The mobile unit of Claim 15, further comprising: 
means vtor receiving voice information from a user; 
means Ifor generating a packet encoding the voice information; and 
means for communicating the packet for reception by the first BTS and the 
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22. Software for selecting between a plurality of packets received by a 
mobile imit, the software embodied on a computer readable medium and operable to: 

establish a first wireless link with a first base transceiver station (BTS); 
esmblish a second wireless link with a second BTS; 

receive a first graded packet from tHe~first~BTS~wherein-the-first-graded 
packet encodes a first metric associated with the first wireless link; 

receiw a second graded packet from the second BTS, wherein the second 
graded packet \ncodes a second metric associated with the second wireless link; 

compar^the first metric and the second metric; and 

select either the first graded packet or the second graded packet based on the 
comparison. \ \ 

23. 1 The software of Claim 22, wherein the first graded packet further 
includes a padket identifier, and the second graded packet further includes the packet 
identifier. I 

24. The software of Claim 22, wherein the first graded packet and the 
second graded nacket each further includes voice information from a remote device. 

25. The software of Claim 24, further operable to generate an audio signal 
based on the voica information from the selected graded packet. 

26. The software of Claim 22, wherein the first metric is encoded in the 
first graded packet by the first BTS, and the second metric is encoded in the second 
graded packet by the second BTS. 



27. The software of Claim 22, wherein each of the first metric and the 
second metric is a selectea one of a signal strength, a signal-to-noise ratio, a bit error 
rate, and a carrier-to-noise ratio. 
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28. The] software of Claim 22, further operable to: 

receive voile information from a user; 

generate a packet encoding the voice information; and 

communicate the packet for reception by the first BTS and the second BTS. 
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2% A base transceiver station (BTS) comprising: 
a network interface operable to receive a packet; 

a processor operable to determine a metric associated with a wireless link 
between a wi\eless interface and a mobile unit and to generate a graded packet 

encoding"infornte^ 

the wireless interface operable to communicate the graded packet to the 
mobile unit. 



30. The E(TS of Claim 29, wherein the processor is further operable to: 
1 0 monitor the nietric associated with the wireless link; 

determine that\the metric associated with the wireless link has degraded to a 
predetermined threshold; and 

withdraw from a Selection group associated with the mobile unit. 



15 31. The BTS oAciaim 30, wherein the processor is further operable to 

instruct the mobile unit to discontinue receiving communications from the BTS on a 
Walsh code/frequency combination. 



32. The BTS of Claim 30, wherein the processor is further operable to 
2 0 instruct the wireless interface to discontinue receiving on a Walsh code/frequency 

combination associated with the mobile unit. 
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33. The BTS of Claim 3(X wherein the selection group comprises a 
plurality of BTSs each receiving packets for communication to the mobile unit as 
graded packets. 
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34\ The BTS of Claim 29, wherein the processor is further operable to: 
moWor a metric associated with a second wireless link between the wireless 
interface anVi a second mobile unit; 

determine that the metric associated with the second wireless link has 
-exceeded^ pnedetermined-thresholdi-and — 



registeA with a selection group associated with the second mobile unit. 
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35. The BTS of Claim 29, wherein the metric is a selected one of a signal 
strength, a signal-tp-noise ratio, a bit error rate, and a carrier-to-noise ratio. 

36. The BTS of Claim 29, wherein: 

the wireless interface is further operable to receive voice information from the 
mobile unit; 

the processor is farther operable to generate a second graded packet encoding 
the voice information ana the metric, wherein the metric enables elements of a core 
packet network to select Between multiple packets encoding the voice information; 
and 

the network interface \^ further operable to communicate the graded packet to 
the core packet network. • 

37. The BTS of Claim 29, wherein the metric in the graded packet enables 
the mobile unit to select between \ plurality of graded packets received from a 
plurality of BTSs. 
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